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The $22,000,000 renovation to the
former Senior High School is now in
its sixth month and all is running
smoothly.  

As with many older facilities asbestos
was used extensively to cover heating
pipes and in vinyl flooring materials.
An asbestos abatement program has
successfully removed this material
from all but a small quadrant of the
facility near the gym.  The remaining
portion of this work will conclude by
the end of April.

Demolition is 80% complete
throughout the facility.  As demolition
progresses rebuilding immediately fol-
lows.  The reinforcement of structural
elements has been completed on inte-
rior masonry walls, columns and truss-
es to meet seismic codes.  The framing
of walls is progressing throughout the
facility and is approximately 25% com-
plete in the administrative areas.

One change being considered by the
Building Committee involves the
reconfiguration of interior space to
create more classrooms due to
increasing enrollment trends. This
will be accomplished completely with-
in the existing perimeter walls.
Existing support areas have been
redesigned to create eight classrooms
to accommodate 200 more students
bringing the total capacity of the
school to 1,100. 

All interior renovations are sched-
uled to be complete by May 2004.
Information technology systems and
furniture will be installed in the sum-
mer of 2004 and the school will be
ready for our 7th and 8th graders by
the fall of that year.

Site work, specifically the renovation
of the existing athletic fields, will
begin no sooner than July to accom-
modate field delays at the new high
school.  The fields at the new high
school will be complete this spring.

Although there is a long road ahead,
we are pleased to report that the cur-
rent renovation project is on schedule
and within budget.

Oak Street Renovation update

The Shrewsbury Public School
department is once again pleased to
sponsor three programs during the
upcoming summer months: Summer
Enrichment for elementary and mid-
dle school students, Summer School
for middle and high school students,
and Summer RECESS for students in
grades K-6.

The Summer Enrichment program
is bigger and better than ever, with
over one hundred choices of one or
two-week courses. The program will
once again be held at Floral Street
School. Courses are offered for all day
sessions (8:30 to 3:00), morning ses-
sions (8:30 to 11:30), or afternoon ses-
sions (12:00 to 3:00). Students may
register for a combination of sessions
or a single session. 

One week Summer Enrichment
courses run the weeks of July 7, 14, 21
and 28th; two-week courses run the
weeks of July 7 and 14 or July 21 and
28. The cost of the program is $90 for

one week or $180 for two weeks for
half-day sessions. Full-day session cost
$180 for one week or $360 for two
weeks. Discounts apply for second or
third children. Registration forms for
the Summer Enrichment program can
be obtained from the school depart-
ment offices at Town Hall or at each
school building.

The Summer School program for
Shrewsbury middle and high school
students will be held from July 7
through August 1st. It will include
courses designed for both enrich-
ment and remediation. This year's
classes will include mathematics,
English/language arts, science,
Spanish, French, and social studies.
Additionally, enrichment courses
include “History, Sports, and

Diversity,” “Clay Forms,” “Drawing,”
“Painting,” “Career Exploration,”
“College Application,” and “Building
Better Study Habits.”

The Summer School classes will be
held at the new Shrewsbury High
School and will run from 8 to 10:15
a.m. and 10:30 to 12:30 p.m. each day.
The cost per course is $175 for
Shrewsbury residents and $200 for
non-residents. Please contact Nicholas
DiPilato, Summer School Director, at
508-841-8813 if you have any ques-
tions.

The Summer RECESS Program is
designed to promote interest in read-
ing and to provide support for stu-
dents who are engaged in summer
reading assignments. The sessions are
held in July at the Shrewsbury Public
Library. Twenty-four sessions will be
held for students in grades K-6.
Registration packets have been dis-
tributed through each school.
Additional packets can be obtained at
school offices or at the school depart-
ment in Town Hall

Summer enrichment programs
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Antonio Esteves Fernandes and Dionizio De Oliveira move plywood at the former
High School site on Oak Street.
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Metal girders are in place for the
second entrance and a guidance
counselor’s office at the Oak Street
renovation site.

All interior renovations
are scheduled to be 

complete by May 2004.  

The Summer Enrichment
program is bigger and

better than ever... .
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Laurel Saia and Talia Blaisdell hold an
illustration of the proposed Korean War
memorial.

Community Service Learning (CSL) is
an integral part of the educational experi-
ence that a middle school student has
while attending SMS. Great strides have
been made in student involvement with
CSL activities for the 2002-2003 school
year. Activities this year have included pro-
jects such as: students role playing bullying
skits for teachers and peers, students help-
ing out at the Spirit of Shrewsbury Craft
Fair, Mrs. Miller’s homeroom on 7 Red
providing recycling for the whole school, 7
Blue students tutoring seniors from the Se-
nior Center about computers, 6 Yellow
team’s fundraising for the Heifer Project,
Canned goods drive at Thanksgiving time,
7th grade students’ leading a Penny Way
for donations to Worcester County Food
Bank, Student Voice's change for team’s
fundraising to buy animals for a Nursing
Home, Student Voice’s change for Charity
drive with the proceeds going to Jacob
Boudreau, 6 Gold Collections for the
troops and letter writing to the Marines,
ELNA’s collections for the troops, ELNA’s
fundraising for the Heifer Project, and, stu-
dents involved in Town Clean Up Day.

Students from the Middle  School are
also engaged in individual projects outside
of the school day. These include volunteer-
ing at the Senior Center, hosting a
book/game drive, helping our senior
neighbors with different tasks, and working
with physically challenged students.

Students may choose to work on existing
projects or develop one based on a particu-
lar interest or motivation.

Talia Blaisdell and Laurel Saia were
moved by visiting veterans and wanted to
help raise money for their memorial. 

“After we heard the veterans talk at our
Veteran’s Day Assembly, we knew we could
help them and we wanted them to be hon-
ored with a memorial. We felt we made a
difference when we had collected the
money,” said Talia Blaisdell.

The girls raised $300 by making posters
and hanging them around the school,
broadcasting announcements informing
other students about their goal and collect-
ing money from all homerooms. 

The contact person for CSL activities at
the Middle School is Kelly O’Connell. She
can be reached at 508-841-8673 or kocon-
nell@shrewsbury.k12.ma.us

Community
Service Learning

Housing Starts 
November–17 
December– 5

January–5
February–2
March–10

The 2000 Federal Census
shows Shrewsbury’s 
population at 31,640.
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